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SUBJECT: IRA DEMONSTRATION IN DUBLIN 

1 . SUPPORTERS OF THE PROVISIONAL WING OF THE IRA STAGED A LARGE 
DEMONSTRATION IN DUBLIN ON SUNDAY, APRIL 25, COMMEMORATING THE 1916 
EASTER UPRISING. THE DEMONSTRATION CONSISTED OF A PARADE THROUGH THE 
CENTER PART OF DUBLIN, WITH A RALLY AND SPEECHES AT THE GENERAL POST 
OFFICE ON O'CONNELL STREET. ESTIMATES OF THE CROWD VARY CONSIDERABLY 
BUT OUR BEST ESTIMATE IS THAT APPGOXIMATELY 6,000 PROVO SUPPORTERS 
AND PERHAPS 4,000 SUNDAY AFTERNOON CASUAL SPECTATORS WERE THERE. 

2. THIS DEMONSTRATION HAD BEEN BANNED BY THE GOVERNMENT UNDER 
SPECIAL PROVISIONS OF THE OFFENSES AGAINST THE STATE ACT. BUT TRUE 
TO ITS WORD THE GOVERNMENT DID NOT ACTUALLY INTERFERE WITH ANY OF 
THE EVENTS. LARGE NUMBERS OF POLICE AND SOLDIERS WERE ON HAND 
AND THERE WERE A FEW SHOVING INCIDENTS BUT IN GENERAL THE DEMON- 
STARTION WAS ORDERLY. EVERYONE WITH WHOM WE HAVE TALKED COUNTS 
THIS AS A PUBLIC RELATIONS PLUS FOR THE PROVISIONALS AND A SOMEWHAT 
EMBARRASSING INCIDENT FOR THE GOI. MOST CONCLUDE THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT BAN ITSELF GAVE MORE PUBLICITY FOR THE EVENT THAT IT 
WOULD NORMALLY HAVE ACHIEVED, AND SO FAR THE GOVERNMENT HAS DONE 
NOTHING TO IMPLEMENT ITS BAN. THERE ARE NO ARRESTS. HOWEVER, 

IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOME OF THE LEADERS, EXPECIALLY THOSE WHO 
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3. THE STAR OF THE SHOW WAS DAITHI O CONAILL, PROMINENT IRA 
FIGURE, WHO WAS RECENTLY RELEASED FROM PRISON; ALSO PROMINENT AND 
MAKING SPEECHES WERE PROVO SINN FEIN LEADER RUAIGI O BRADAIGH, 

MAIRE DRUMM FROM BELFAST. AND JOE CAHILL. PERHAPS THE MOST 
PUBLICIZED PARTICIPANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE IRISH PARLIAMENT, LABOR 
DEPUTY DR. DAVID THORNLEY. HE STATED PUBLICLY THAT HE WAS ATTENDING 
BECAUSE HE DID NOT APPROVE OF THE BAN ON THE GROUNDS OF CIVIL 
LIBERTIES AND NOT BECAUSE HE SUPPORTED ANY ORGANIZATION, BUT HE HAS 
CLEARLY BROKEN THE LAW AND NOW THE GOVERNMENT WHICH IS A LABOR/ 
FINE GAEL COALITION, MUST DECIDE WHAT TO DO WITH HIM. WHETHER HE 
WILL MERELY BE CENSURED IN THE DAIL OR PERHAPS EVEN ARRESTED AND 
CHARGED IS STILL A MATTER FOR INTERESTING SPECULATION. 

4. COMMENT: THIS EVENT ATTRACTED A LARGER CROWD THAN ANYONE 
EXPECTED. HOWEVER, OUR BEST SOURCES INDICATED THAT FOUR/FIFTHS OF 
THE SUPPORTERS AND EVERYONE OF THE 28 MARCHING BANDS PRESENT WERE 
FROM NORTHERN IRELAND, NOT FROM THE PUBLIC. HOWEVER WE ACCOUNT 
FOR THE NUMBERS, THE GOI HAS STUMBLED A BIT IN ITS HANDLING 

OF THIS AFFAIR AND RECRIMINATIONS ARE NOW MUCH IN THE AIR. WE STILL 
DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE EVENT INDICATES ANY SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC SUPPORT 

FOR THE PROVISIONAL IRA AND ITS TACTICS. CURLEY 
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